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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends

that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Ciritical Threats Project (CTP)

at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these
updates regularly based on regional events. Click heret o see CTP and | SWés i nt
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

CTP-1 SW defines the AAxis of Resistanceo as the ui
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influenceo r
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

The United States and foreign mediators seem to be attempting to delay or indefinitely

postpone an Iranian and Hezbollah attack targeting Israel by both threatening Iran and

presenting a potential ceasefire -hostage agreement as an off  -ramp from further reg ional
escalation. Both the United States and Israel have signaled that a strike would be met with a
significant military response while indicating optimism toward a ceasefire -hostage agreement. The
United States recently warned Iran that an Iranian attack on Israel couldtri gger a #fAr obuc
responseo f rlorael prladiced aetial fefudling of fighter jets in Israeli airspace and

Aisi mul atreachgleonfd i ghts deep into enemy territoryo
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its readiness to respond to any attack.[2] CTP-ISW continues to assess that Iran likely seeks to restore
deterrence with Israel while simultaneously trying to avoid a large -scale war.[3] A major military
response against Iran in the wake of an Iranian strike would demonstrate it had not re-established
deterrence while simultaneously increasing the risk of a wider war.

The United States and foreign mediators are also framing a potential ceasefirehostage agreement as a
necessary measure to deescalate tensions in the region. US President Joe Biden reportedly views the

deal as the Akey...to pheveaifdnghatr agi deapewasp
delay or indefinitely postpone a strike if a ceasefire agreementisreached.[4]l t r emai ns wuncl
of fo means that I ranian | eaders woul d dectlthatiran t o

would delay its strike. Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al Thani warned

|l ran about the Agrave consequenceso of conductin
signs of di pl omat i c p allowgth leasia Actirty UForeigm d\ffaies Mipistesr Alie ¢
Bagheri Kani on August 15, according to an unspecified diplomat who spoke to theWashington
Post[5] | t i's uncl ear whether the fAgrave consequence
current military situation in the Gaza Strip or the region more broadly.

There are some indications that Iran will wait until the current ceasefire negotiations

conclude to conduct an attack on Israel. The United States, Egypt, and Qatar announced on
August 16 that ceasefire negotiations will CBSesu
reported that the United States previously assessed that Iran would not attack Israel during the two-

day ceasdire negotiations in Doha on August 15 and 16.[7]It is unclear, however, whether Iran will
postpone its attack until the next round of negotiations in Cairo takes place. Iranian Supreme Leader

Al i Khamenei sai d ont Awtgiucd | roirdkerdtaliadaey Stiake tHrgetma Israel

was unacceptable, implying that a tactical retreat would be acceptable.[8] This suggests Khamenei may

have delayed the strike to account for ceasefire negotiations. Five Israeli officials told The New York
Times on August 16 that the Israeli intelligence community assessed that Iran and Hezbollah have
lowered the level of alertness of their missile and rocket units.[9] Israel also assessed that Hezbollah

will not retaliate against Israel so long as ceasefirenegdé i ati ons continue with A
it Adoes not want to be perceived as under mMmhesei ng
indications do not confirm that Iran and Hezbollah will hold off on conducting an attack on Israel until

the next round of negotiations takes place. It is also unclear whether a ceasefire agreement would
prevent Iran from attacking Israel altogether. Senior Iranian officials and members of the chain of
command have not raised the idea of indefinitely postponing or cancel ing | rands r
agreement is reached, although they likely would avoid doing so during negotiations in order to retain
leverage.

The Iranian regime is continuing to signal that it will conduct a serious retaliation
against Israel in response to Israel killing several senior Axis of Resistance leaders,

including Ismail Haniyeh, in recent days. Numerous Friday prayer leaders vowed on August 16
that I ran will gi vywea ea kfi magros hrée sgprod sfet d ot H She 8herdz f o
Friday ©prayer | eader cl ai med that | sr ael wi | | b
Hani y e h 6 s dTaekKiarhj Fr[ddy prayer leader separately claimed that failing to respond to Israel
woul d signal to I srael t hat | ran has Thissrbetoricei;md e r

consistent with Supreme L eadwustlA Wwhich éiplasizedteat IGais 1 €
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cannot exestatte i & aih o Kmmdnei dractly.apptirts) Friday prayer leaders, and the
prayer leaders receive guidance for their weekly Friday sermons from the Office of the Supreme
Leader.[15] The consistent rhetoric among various Friday prayer leaders therefore suggests that the
rhetoric is part of a coordinated regime messaging effort.

US and international mediators are expressing optimism about ceasefire and hostage

talks that Hamas did not officially participate in. Israel and international mediators concluded

t wo days of ceasefire talks in Doha, Qat ar , on
proposal 06 to Abot h p arHamas didnotdfficially joig thd tdlks, but mddikters [ 1 6
reportedly updated Hamas representatives in Doha throughout the two-day period.[17] Mediators may
have spoken with Hamas head negotiator Khalil al
resides in Qatar.[18] The United States, Egypt, and Qatar issueda joint statement on August 16
confirming t hat t he tal ks wer e Aseri ous and C
at mo s p h e UnspedfipdlUs,] Egyptian, and Israeli officials speaking to international media were
similarly optimistic about the ta Iks, callingthemivery good. 0[ 20]

Israeli and Arab reports suggest that the talks have not resolved the two largest residual

i ssues whi ch bot h concern | srael 6s presence
ceasefre. Medi at or s believe di sagreement s remai n ar
Philadelphi Corridor d the border between Egypt and the Gaza Stri@ and over the creation of an Israeli
checkpoint mechanism to prevent armed Palestinian fighters from returning to the northern Gaza
Strip.[21] Hamas has repeatedly called for a full IDF withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, including on
August 15.[22] Hamas has not officially acknowledged the US proposal, but unspecified Hamas sources
speaking to Western and Arab media have expressed their displeasure with the proposal because the
proposal allegedly put forward new conditions.[23] Hamas had pushed for | sr ace
July 2 proposal rather than executing a new process in which mediators would introduce a new
document.[24] Hamas has maintained that Israel recently introduced new clauses to the deal. Israel
denied Hamas6 accusadbaibeaed, additiogs aings dseealitPiineel c
Mi ni ster Benjamin Netanyad ufbssr OHd mase tcm navcea espetl yl s
after talks concluded.[26] TheUSI| ed fAbri dging proposal o is differ
insisting the other adopts.

Lebanese Hezbollah published a video on August 16 showing a network of its tunnels in

Lebanon. The video further publicizes the devel oj
in part to deter Israel from launching a major offensive against the group.[27] The video
shows Hezbollah fighters communicating on laptops and driving through underground tunnels on
motorcycles. The video also displays trucks carrying rockets through the tunnels to a launch site.
Hezbollah overlaid audio from a 2018 speech by Hezbolbh leader Hassan Nasrallah with Hebrew and
English subtitles, indicating the video is meant as both a threat to Israel and a warning to the West to
restrain Israel from launching an offensive.[28] Nasrallah said that Hezbollah has targets it can attack

in a potenti al conflict and added t hat Hezbol |l a
establishment.[29] Nasr al |l ah al so said that Hezboll ahés w
imposes a war on Lebanon, Israel will face a destiny and realityitdidn * t expect . 0 Hezb
and maintained tunnels in southern and eastern Lebanon to host and move equipment and personnel

since at least the early 2000s.[30] The timing of the video is notable because Israeli officials have
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threatened a wider Israel-Hezbollah war in recent months, suggesting the video is in part meant to deter
broader Israeli action against Hezbollah activity in Lebanon.[31]

Dozens of armed Israeli settlers stormed a village near Nablus in the West Bank on

August 15. At least 70 settlers set fire to vehicles and homes and threw firebombs and rocks in Jit,
west of Nablus, according to Western media.[32] The IDF said that Israeli forces dispersed the rioters
shortly after the attack began.[33] The Palestinian Authority said that the rioters killed one Palestinian
and injured at least three others.[34] The IDF said that it is looking into reports that one individual
died and added that it is opening an investigation into the incident.[35] Israeli forces also detained one
Israeli settler for police questioning.

Senior Israeli leaders including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant condemned the attack.[36] US Ambassador to I srael Jack Lew
violence and the White House National Security Council saidthat t he at t ack i sThé& un:
attack comes amid an uptick in settler violence against Palestinians in the West Bank since the start of

the Israel-Hamas war, according to human rights groups.[38] Several Palestinian militias, including
Hamas, condemned the attack and called on Palestinians in the West Bank to mobilize against Israeli
settlers.[39]

Iran is reportedly seeking security partnerships with two Chinese satellite companies

specializing inlow  -cost satellites capable of capturing high -resolution imagery.[40] This
capability could enable Iran to enhance its intelligence -gathering capabilities to improve
the effectiveness of its strikes. The Washington Post, citing unspecified Western security officials,

reported on August 16 that Iran is seeking a partnership with two Chinese satellite companies
specializing in manufacturing and operating small, low -cost satellites with optical equipment capable

of producing high-resolution images. The Washington Post reported that the optical equipment of the
Chinese satellites is fiat | east twice as sensiti
Il ran. l rands | sl amic Revolutionary Guards Corps
multiple d elegations over the past few months in an attempt to secure these partnerships.

Higher resolution satellite imagery could allow Iranian military services to improve their targeting
practices for future operations targeting US, Israeli, and Arab military bases. Iran would also almost
certainly share this targeting information with its proxies and partners to enable their attacks. Iranian
state media previously reported in July 2020 that the IRGC used its satellites to collect intelligence on
US military positions in the region.[41] The United States previously sanctioned one of the compmnies
Iran is pursuing a partnership with, Chang Guang Satellite Technology Co., due to its support for
Russiads Wagner Group. [ 42]

Key Takeaways

T Iranian Retaliation: The United States and foreign mediators seem to be attempting to delay
or indefinitely postpone an Iranian and Hezbollah attack targeting Israel by both threatening
Iran and presenting a potential ceasefire-hostage agreement as an oframp from further
regional escalation. There are some indications that Iran will wait until the current ceasefire
negotiations conclude to conduct an attack on Israel.
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Hostage -ceasefire negotiations: US and international mediators are expressing optimism
about ceasefire and hostage talks that Hamas did not officially participate in. Israeli and Arab
reports suggest that the talks have not resolved the two largest residual issues which both

A

concernlisrael 6s presence in the Gaza Strip during a

Lebanon: Lebanese Hezbollah published a video on August 16 showing a network of its tunnels
in Lebanon. The video further publicizes the
part to deter Israel from launching a major offensive against the group.

West Bank: Dozens of armed Israeli settlers stormed a village near Nablus in the West Bank
on August 15. At least 70 settlers set fire to vehicles and homes and threw firebombs and rocks
in Jit, west of Nablus, according to Western media.

Iran -China Relations: Iran is reportedly seeking security partnerships with two Chinese
satellite companies specializing in low-cost satellites capable of capturing high-resolution
imagery. This capability could enable Iran to enhance its intelligence-gathering capabilities to
improve the effectiveness of its strikes.

Irag: University of Tehran President Mohammad Moghimi announced on August 15 that the
University of Tehran will accept members of the Iragi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF)
without university entrance exams.
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War
As of August 16, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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The United States and foreign mediators seem to
be attempting to delay or indefinitely postpone
an Iranian and Hezbollah attack targeting Israel

by threatening Iran and presenting current
ceasefire-hostage negotiations as an off-ramp Jordan
from further regional escalation

0 50 100 \ 200 Kilometers
L 1 I | 1 1 1
LY
Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel M }k‘ke[scn.
- 1 % 3 ‘Tom Thacker, Brian Carter, Johanna Moore, Andie Parry, Ketlif Campa,
GaZd Strlp and m GOlan Helghts Kathryn Tyson, Annike Id, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, Alexafidra
WeSt Bank Braverman, Katherine Wells, Siddhant Kishore and Czlr(rh;n{Mourrrmn
© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AET's Critical Threats Project
rd

Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:

1 Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

1 Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) issued an evacuation order for Beit Hanoun and Sheikh

Zayed in the northern Gaza Strip on August 16 .[43] The IDF said that Hamas and other
Palestinian militias had recently launched rockets from the area at Israel.[44] The IDF said that it would
act Aforcefull yo i n TheDE isseeda similartevacuationsorder #or. tiisdgéngral
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area on August 7 after Palestinian Islamic Jihad launched a rocket from the area.[46] Israeli ground
forces did not advance into Beit Hanoun after the August 7 attack. CTRISW previously noted that the

IDF has not conducted clearing operations in all of the recent evacuation zones it has identified,
suggesting the evacuation orders are no longer a reliable indicator for imminent Israeli ground
operations in a sector of the Gaza Strip.[47] The IDF has conducted repeated lowintensity clearing
operationsinBei t Hanoun since an initial clearing oper
Hanoun Battalion combat ineffective.[48] CTP-ISW assessed in March 2024 that a small number of
Palestinian fighters had likely infiltrated Beit Hanoun.[49]

The IDF issued evacuation orders for eastern Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, on August

16.[50) The | DF said it would act #Aforcefull yo again:
Israel from the evacuation zone.[51] The IDF separately removed a section of northwest Khan Younis

and southern Deir al Balah from the al Mawasi humanitar ian zone on August 16.[52] The IDF removed

the zones from the humanitarian zone because of attacks from the area targeting Israel.[53]The IDF

said that it announced that it changed the status of the area to a combat zone in order to warn civilians

and enable them to leave.[54] Palestinian journalists and militias have not reported an IDF presence in

the re-designated area of the humanitarian zone at the time of this writing. Israeli forces have not
previously cleared some of the evacuation zone in Deir alBalah.[55]

IDF 252nd Division continued operations along the Netzarim Corridor, south of Gaza

City, on August 16. The IDF 10th Brigade destroyed tunnel shafts and engaged Palestinian
fighters.[56] The IDF Navy struck several Palestinian fighters that posed a threat to Israeli forces near
the Netzarim Corridor.[57] Several Palestinian militias claimed indirect fire at tacks targeting Israeli

forces.[58] Hamas launched rockets targeting Israeli forces along the corridor in its only claimed attack

of the day inside the Gaza Strip.[59]

The IDF 98th Division continued clearing operations in northeast Khan Younis on

August 16. [60] Israeli artillery shelled rocket launch sites that Palestinian fighters used to attack

Israel on August 15.[61]The IDF 35th Paratroopers Brigade seized shoulderfired missiles and
explosives from a building in Khan Younis.[62] The IDF Air Force struck and killed Palestinian fighters

in Khan Younis, including drone operators.[63] The al Aqgsa Mahe gelf-graclaiBed i g a
militant wing of Fatah o targeted Israeli forces with sniper fire in eastern Khan Younis.[64]

Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in Rafah on August 16. The Palestinian
Muj ahi deen Movement targeted an | srael] personne
device in eastern Rafah.[65] Palestinian fighters also mortared Israeli forces along the western section

of the Philadelphi Corridor.[66]

IDF Air Force struck about 30 targets across the Gaza Strip over the past day, including
militia buildings and Palestinian fighter cells [67] Israeli forces struck and killed a Hamas
fighter who fApromotedo attacks on the | DF during
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations” layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks

and semetimes months to complete
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Hamas launched two rocket attacks targeting southern Israel from the Gaza Strip on

August 16. [69] Hamas launched a barrage of five rockets targeting Nirim, southern Israel, from Khan
Younis.[70] Israeli air defenses intercepted one and the others landed in open areas.[71Hamas
separately targeted a town in southern Israel.[72]
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