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Committee on Regional Development
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MINUTES

Meeting of 27 January 2025, 16.00-18.30,
and 28 January 2025, 9.00-12.30 and 14:30-17:45

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened on Monday 27 January 2025 at 16:04, with Adrian-Dragos Benea (Chair)
presiding.

1.  Adoption of agenda REGI_0J(2025)0127 1
The agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of meetings of
2-3 December 2024 PE 766.763v01-00
The minutes were approved.

3.  Chair's announcements
None

4. A revamped long-term budget for the Union in a changing world

REGI/10/01080
2024/2051(INT)

Rapporteur for the opinion: Adrian-Dragos Benea
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Responsible: BUDG
Rapporteurs: Siegfried Muresan, Carla Tavares
e Exchange of views with Co-rapporteurs Siegfried Muresan and Carla Tavares

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Siegfried Muresan, Carla Tavares, Elena Nevado del
Campo, Nora Mebarek, Tamas Deutsch, Waldemar Buda, Ciaran Mullooly, Martins
Stakis, Valentina Palmisano, Marcos Ros Sempere, Gabriella Gerzsenyi, Dan Barna,
Daniel Buda, Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral, Jacek Protas, Lourdes Acedo Montoya (DG
BUDG, European Commission).

e Deadline for tabling amendments: 20 February 2025, 15.00.

5.  Study presentation on Climate adaptation using Cohesion Policy Funds, by Policy
Department B

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Mariya Gancheva (Milieu Consulting), Maravillas
Abadia Jover, Andi Cristea, Daniel Buda, Rosa Serrano Sierra, Sabrina Repp, Nora
Mebarek, Eva Nussmueller (DG REGIO, European Commission).

6.  Mechanism to resolve legal and administrative obstacles in a cross-border context

REGI/10/01043
*#%]2018/0198(COD) — COM(2018)0373 — C8-0228/2018

Rapporteur: Sandro Gozi
Responsible: REGI
e Reporting back to committee on the negotiations (Rule 75(3))
Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Sandro Gozi, Daniel Buda.
%% %
27 January 2025, 17.45 — 18.30 (in camera)

7.  Coordinators’s meeting

Decisions
1. Points table
2. Referrals
3. REGI Public hearings in March and April 2025: calls for
nominations
4. REGI missions in February and May 2025
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5. Requests for studies to the Policy Department

6. ECA Studies: Suggestions for ECA Work programme 2026+
7. Points and documents for information
8. Any other business

Announcement

Ms Agnieszka Walter-Drop, recently appointed the Director-General for Cohesion,
Agriculture and Social Policies (DG CASP), provided a brief introduction and overview of
the newly established Directorate-General.

1. Points table

The coordinators took note of the current points table.

2. Referrals

Budgetary procedure

REGI opinion on the BUDG report ‘Guidelines for the 2026 Budget - Section I1I
(2024/2110(BUIY))

The coordinators acknowledged that, due to time constraints, the rapporteur will need to work
exclusively in English. They were also asked to appoint shadow rapporteurs for this file and
were reminded about the obligation to sign the DACI.

3. REGI Public hearings in March and April 2025: calls for nominations of experts

A) Wednesday 19 March 2025:Joint EMPL-REGI Public hearing:
Towards a European Plan for Housing: Perspectives on urban and rural areas

The coordinators took note of the draft programme. Political groups were invited to submit
proposals for up to two experts to the REGI secretariat by 6 February 2025, 12:00, including
CVs and contact details. The experts' availability for 19 March 2025 should be confirmed
before submission. The coordinators will be called to finalize the selection of two experts by
19 February 2025 at the latest.

B) Wednesday 9 April 2025: Public hearing: Depopulation Challenges in European
Regions

The coordinators took note the focus of the hearing. Political groups were invited to submit
proposals for up to two experts to the REGI secretariat by 12 February 2025, 12:00,
including CVs and contact details. The experts' availability for 9 April 2025 should be
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confirmed before submission. The coordinators will be called to finalize the selection of two
experts by 19 February 2025.

4. REGI missions in February and May 2025

A) REGI mission to Ireland, 24-26 February 2025
The coordinators took note of the draft list of participants and the draft programme.
B) REGI mission to Sweden, 26-28 May 2025

Political groups are invited to send the names of Members interested to participate in the
delegation to Sweden to the REGI Secretariat by Friday 7 February, end of business.

5. Requests for studies to the Policy Department

The coordinators approved the research programme of Policy Department (DG CASP)
for 2025, with the following 4 studies:

- Enhancing SME competitiveness through Cohesion Policy Funds

-The use of Cohesion Policy Funds in natural disaster response and recovery
-Essential services for EU residents: the role of Cohesion Policies

-Circular economy and Cohesion Policy Funds

6. ECA Studies: Suggestions for ECA Work programme 2026+

The coordinators approved the following audit suggestions for ECA Work programme 2026+:
- Special Report on Disadvantaged Areas: Assessing the Use and Regional Distribution of
Cohesion

-Special Report on ESI Funds Support for Housing

-State aid rules and how they hinder housing construction in the EU

-Proposal for an EU Audit of Just Transition Fund Spending and Project Impact

7. Points and documents for information

a) Restructuring of former DG IPOL
The coordinators took note of the restructuring of former DG IPOL
b) Coordinators” decisions taken by written procedure:

The coordinators recalled that they approved the appointment of Ms Gerzsenyi, in her capacity
as first Vice-Chair (0 points), as rapporteur for the REGI opinion to BUDG report on
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Parliament’s Guidelines for the 2026 Budget - Section III - 2024/2110(BUI)

¢) Documents for information

The coordinators took note of the following documents:

1.

European Committee of the Regions: Opinion entitled: EU Budget and place-based
policies: Proposals for new design and delivery mechanisms in the MFF post 2027,
adopted on 20-21 November 2024

European Commission, ESF+ Committee: Opinion of the European Social Fund Plus
(ESF+) Committee on the future ESF, adopted on 29 November 2024

Proposal for a Joint Employment Report from the Commission and the Council
COM(2024)0701

Commission staff working document: Implementing the Strategic Guidelines on EU

Aquaculture Access to space and water for freshwater and land-based aquaculture
SWD(2024)0281

. Proposal for a COUNCIL IMPLEMENTING DECISION amending Implementing

Decision (EU) (ST 10152/2021; ST10152/2021 ADD1) of 13 July 2021 on the approval of
the assessment of the recovery and resilience plan for Greece
COM(2024)0591 - SWD(2024)0288

Proposal for a COUNCIL IMPLEMENTING DECISION amending Implementing
Decision (EU) (ST 10686/21 INIT; ST 10686/21 ADD 1) of 28 July 2021 on the approval

of the assessment of the recovery and resilience plan for Cyprus
COM(2024)0587

. Proposal for a COUNCIL IMPLEMENTING DECISION amending Implementing Decision

(EU) (ST 10150/21; ST 10150/21 ADD 1 REV 2) of 13 July 2021 on the approval of the
assessment of the recovery and resilience plan for Spain
COM(2024)0592

Any other business

N/A

* %%
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/2110(BUI)

28 January 2025, 9.00 — 12.30
8.  Exchange of views with Executive Vice-President Rafaelle Fitto

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Ciaran Mullooly, Commissioner Rafaelle Fitto,
Andrey Novakov, Marcos Ros Sempere, André Rougé, Denis Nesci, Cubica Karvasova,
Vladimir Prebili¢, Valentina Palmisano, Jacek Protas, Raffaele Topo, Raul de la Hoz
Quintano, Rody Tolassy, Francesco Ventola, Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle,
Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral, Gordan Bosanac, Elena Nevado del Campo, Sérgio
Gongalves, Daniel Buda, Serban Dimitrie Sturdza, Dan Barna, Tamas Deutsch, Nora
Mebarek, Gabriella Gerzsenyi, Rosa Serrano Sierra, Alexandra Mehnert, Antonella
Sberna, Elsi Katainen, Marta Wcisto, Nikolina Brnjac, Klara Dostalova, Pascal
Arimont, Jessika Van Leeuwen, Krzysztof Hetman, Andi Cristea, Tsvetelina Penkova,
Fredis Beleris.

9. Exchange of views with Nadim Ahmed, OECD, on the main territorial impacts of the
global challenges and available instruments for national authorities and regions to
address them

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Nadim Ahmad (OECD), Lubica KarvaSové, Vladimir
Prebili¢, Valentina Palmisano, Gabriella Gerzsenyi, Gordan Bosanac, Sabrina Repp.

10. Exchange of views with Sharon Dijksma, Mayor of Utrecht, on the Eurocities policy
statement — A Strong Cohesion Policy Promoting Urban Transformation

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Sharon Dijksma (Mayor of Utrecht), Tamas Deutsch,
Gordan Bosanac, Cubica Karvasova, Sabrina Repp, Gabriella Gerzsenyi.

* k%

28 January 2025, 14.30 — 17.45
**% Flectronic vote ***

11. The European Social Fund Plus post-2027

REGI/10/01285

2024/2077(INI)
Rapporteur for the opinion: Kathleen Funchion AM — PE766.628v01-00
Responsible: EMPL - Marit Maij PR — PE765.062v01-00

AM - PE766.605v02-00
e Adoption of draft opinion

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Kathleen Funchion.

The draft opinion, as amended, was adopted unanimously: for: 35; against: 0;
abstention(s): 0.
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12. 2023 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission

REGI/10/00531
2024/2019(DEC) — COM(2024)0272[01] — C10-0067/2024

Rapporteur for the opinion: Cubica Karvasova PA — PE765.332v01-00
AM - PE766.847v01-00

Responsible: CONT - Niclas Herbst
e Adoption of draft opinion
Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Lubica KarvaSova.
The draft opinion, as amended, was adopted: for: 32; against: 0; abstention(s): 2.

13. Mechanism to resolve legal and administrative obstacles in a cross-border context

REGI/10/01043
*#%]2018/0198(COD) — COM(2018)0373 — C8-0228/2018

Rapporteur: Sandro Gozi — Responsible: REGI
e Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations
Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea,Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle.

The provisional agreement reached in interinstitutional negotiations was adopted
unanimously: for: 35; against: 0; abstention(s): 0.

*** End of electronic vote ***

14. Ninth report on economic and social cohesion

REGI/10/01487
2024/2107(INT)

Rapporteur: Jacek Protas PR — PE766.926v01-00
Opinion: AGRI — Veronika Vrecionova

e Consideration of draft report
Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Jacek Protas, Sérgio Gongalves, Francesco Ventola,
Lubica Karvasova, Rasmus Andresen, Kathleen Funchion, Veronika Vrecionova,
Isabelle Le Callennec, Daniel Buda, Marcos Ros Sempere, Rosa Serrano Sierra,

Andrzej Buta, Anna Wagner (DG REGIO, European Commission).

e Deadline for tabling amendments: 5 February 2025, 12.00
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15. Study presentation on the future of EU cohesion: Scenarios and their impacts on
regional inequalities, by EPRS (European Added Value Unit)

Speakers: Adrian-Dragos Benea, Marco Centrone (EPRS, European Parliament),
Daniel Buda, Anna Wagner (DG REGIO, European Commission), Dr. Kai Bohme
(Spatial Foresight).

16. Other business
None
17. Date and place of next meeting

19 - 20 February 2025,
Brussels

The meeting closed at 16:04.
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1. The European Social Fund Plus post-2027

1.1.  Final vote

35 +
ECR Denis Nesci, Antonella Sberna, Serban Dimitrie Sturdza, Francesco Ventola
PPE Maravillas Abadia Jover, Pascal Arimont, Fredis Beleris, Daniel Buda, Christian Doleschal, Gabriella
Gerzsenyi, Krzysztof Hetman, Isabelle Le Callennec, Elena Nevado del Campo, Andrey Novakov, Marta
Wecisto
PfE Julien Leonardelli, Rody Tolassy
Renew Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle, Cubica Karvasova, Elsi Katainen, Ciaran Mullooly
S&D Adrian-Dragos Benea, Klara Dobrev, Sofie Eriksson, Sérgio Gongalves, Nora Mebarek, Sabrina Repp,
Marcos Ros Sempere, Raffaele Topo
The Left Kathleen Funchion, Elena Kountoura, Valentina Palmisano
Verts/ALE Cristina Guarda, Vladimir Prebili¢, Martin$ Stakis
0 -
0 0
Corrections to votes and voting intentions
+
0
2. 2023 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission

2.1.  Final vote

32 +
ECR Denis Nesci, Antonella Sberna, Serban Dimitrie Sturdza, Francesco Ventola
PPE Maravillas Abadia Jover, Pascal Arimont, Fredis Beleris, Daniel Buda, Christian Doleschal, Gabriella
Gerzsenyi, Krzysztof Hetman, Isabelle Le Callennec, Elena Nevado del Campo, Andrey Novakov, Marta
Weisto
Renew Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle, Cubica Karvasova, Elsi Katainen, Ciaran Mullooly
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S&D Adrian-Dragos Benea, Andi Cristea, Klara Dobrev, Sérgio Gongalves, Nora Mebarek, Sabrina Repp, Marcos
Ros Sempere, Raffaele Topo
The Left Kathleen Funchion, Elena Kountoura
Verts/ALE Cristina Guarda, Vladimir Prebili¢, Martins Stakis
0 -
2 0
PfE Julien Leonardelli, Rody Tolassy
Corrections to votes and voting intentions
+
0
3. Mechanism to resolve legal and administrative obstacles in a cross-border context

3.1. Final vote

35 +
ECR Denis Nesci, Antonella Sberna, Serban Dimitrie Sturdza, Francesco Ventola
PPE Maravillas Abadia Jover, Pascal Arimont, Fredis Beleris, Daniel Buda, Christian Doleschal, Gabriella
Gerzsenyi, Krzysztof Hetman, Isabelle Le Callennec, Elena Nevado del Campo, Andrey Novakov, Marta
Weisto
PfE Julien Leonardelli, Rody Tolassy
Renew Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle, Cubica Karvasova, Elsi Katainen, Ciaran Mullooly
S&D Adrian-Dragos Benea, Andi Cristea, Klara Dobrev, Sérgio Gongalves, Nora Mebarek, Sabrina Repp, Marcos
Ros Sempere, Raffaele Topo
The Left Kathleen Funchion, Elena Kountoura, Valentina Palmisano
Verts/ALE Cristina Guarda, Vladimir Prebili¢, Martins Stakis
0 -
0 0
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