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Subject: ~ Meta’s recent decision to end fact-checking on Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp in the United States

On 7 January 2025, Mark Zuckerberg announced that fact-checking would no longer be
carried out for Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp in the United States.

If this decision were applied to the EU, it would violate the Digital Services Act!, which
imposes obligations on online platforms to counter disinformation. It could facilitate the
spread of fake news and hate speech, undermining trust in online information and
compromising public safety. Young people, who mainly inform themselves on social media,
are particularly highly exposed to fake news and manipulation, making the platforms’
obligation to ensure transparency and reliability all the more urgent.

These concerns were expressed by Reporters Without Borders and the European Federation of
Journalists, who sent a letter to Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, urging decisive
action. In a context where platforms such as X manipulate algorithms to amplify divisive
content and political narratives, the EU must ensure that citizens’ rights and democratic
principles are protected.

In the light of these developments, the Commission is asked:

1. What action will it take, including sanctions under the Digital Services Act, to counter
the new policy adopted by Meta?

2. Will it open an investigation to assess whether this decision would violate Article 35 of
the Digital Services Act if applied in the EU?
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