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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Committee on Foreign Affairs welcomes the conclusion of the agreement on readmission
between the European Community and Bosnia and Herzegovina, which has been negotiated in
parallel to the visa facilitation agreement.

The agreement enables both partners to strengthen cooperation in the field of migration
management, and particularly in the fight against illegal immigration, creating legally binding
rules in the readmission procedures.

The agreement will have wide-ranging implications for border management in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. In order to meet fully the obligations arising from it, the country will have to
boost considerably its capacities in the area of border control, border administration and
border policing. It is of the utmost importance to ensure that the readmission procedures fully
respect the rights and duties arising from international law in the field of human rights and the
protection of asylum seekers and refugees.

The efforts to comply with the obligations will put a strain on the country's financial and
human resources. For that reason, additional funds from the Pre-Accession Instrument should
be provided in order to facilitate this process as much as possible, in the form of both
financial support and technical assistance and transfer of know-how. This should be
supplemented by Member States' activities, particularly the activities of member States
bordering on the region. EU Member States could assist by sharing their expertise in the area
of border control and migration management. After all, it is in the interests of the European
Union to support full and speedy implementation of the agreement.
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The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and

Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to propose approval of the Commission
proposal.
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