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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a
resolution:

A

Whereas 2019 will be the year of European elections and of the withdrawal of the UK
from the Union;

Welcomes the proposed increase of 4,1 % in commitment appropriations and 2,1 % in
payment appropriations for the ‘Europe for Citizens’ programme and the 3,7 % increase in
commitment appropriations and 24,4 % in payment appropriations for the “Rights,
Equality and Citizenship” programme, as compared to the 2018 budget, as these
programmes contribute to enhancing the overall civic participation in Union politics and
the exercise of the rights deriving from Union citizenship;

Considers that from the constitutional point of view, a reinforcement of the Union
institutions is necessary and that the transnational challenges that must be managed, such
as climate change and immigration, among others, require a 2019 budget that is higher in
real terms than that of 2018;

Calls for a 10% increase in the financing of the Europe for Citizens programme in view of
the results of the mid-term evaluation of the implementation of this programme?, where it
is mentioned that a significant number of projects, which could have helped the
programme have a wider impact, could not be funded,;

Considers that additional budgetary appropriations should be devoted to strengthening the
level of knowledge about the European Union, especially, but not only, by dedicating
resources to the financing of the development of a common curriculum on citizenship
education;

Welcomes the increase of 46 % in the commitment appropriations for the European
Citizens Initiative (ECI), and regrets the decrease of 3 % in payment appropriations for
this programme, compared to the levels for 2018;

Welcomes the increase in the funding for European Political Parties with 35 % in
commitment and payment appropriations in line with the amendments recently made by
Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673 of the European Parliament and of the Council?
concerning the statute and funding of European political parties and European political
foundations;

Notes the increase in funding for communication actions by 5,3 % in commitment
appropriations and 2,3 % in payment appropriations and regrets that the increase is not
more substantial, especially since 2019 is the year of European elections;

1 COM(2018)0170.

2 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 May 2018 amending
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 on the statute and funding of European political parties and European
political foundations (OJ L 1141, 4.5.2018, p. 1).
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8.

10.

Considers that European Public Spaces (EPSs) have some untapped potential for
providing information to citizens concerning the issues at stake in European elections and
their involvement in the debate on the Future of Europe; therefore believes that the
European Public Spaces network should be expanded to cover all Member States; regrets
that this objective could not be attained for the 2019 European elections, as there are only
18 EPSs existing, even though they should have been 21 by 2019, according to the
financial programming;

Considers that the 2019 budget should provide additional financing for programs fostering
and integrating immigrants and refugees, particularly in the border States of the Union,
also with the aim of guaranteeing their full insertion in the community of law that is the
European Union;

Deplores that the Commission continuously uses money from existing budget lines to
finance newly created funds, which are outside the Union budget and are thus not subject
to parliamentary scrutiny.
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