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Measles - a Disease to be Forgotten but
Never Disappeared

Chen, Wei-Yu

Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Internal Medicine,

Shin Kong Wu Ho-Su Memorial Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan

Measles is an acute infection caused by the measles virus, is highly contagious
and is usually seen in children. The disease is characterized by conjunctivitis,
cough, coryza, fever, Koplik spots and rashes that begin a few days after initial
symptoms appear. Recovery from measles is the rule, and some people have serious
complications. Since the introduction of measles vaccine, cases in developed
countries have been greatly reduced, but it is still a serious problem in developing
countries. There are currently no special antiviral drugs available for treatment.
Only supportive therapy could be given.. Vaccination against measles is the most
direct and effective way to prevent and control the disease.
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