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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Seventh session

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

3 to 7 December 2012
Item 4 of the Provisional Agenda:

Admission of observers
	Decision required: paragraph 5


1. In conformity with Rule 8 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure may attend the sessions of the Committee as observers, in addition to States Parties to the Convention which are not Members of the Committee (Rule 8.1), States not party to the Convention which are Member States of UNESCO or of the United Nations, Associate Members of UNESCO, Permanent Observer Missions to UNESCO and representatives of the United Nations and organizations of the United Nations system (Rule 8.2). 

2. The Committee may also authorize intergovernmental organizations other than those referred to in Rule 8.2, public or private bodies and private persons, with recognized competence in the various fields of intangible cultural heritage, to attend its future sessions as observers, upon their written requests (Rule 8.3). The Committee decided to authorize the participation of thirteen entities, as observers, in its fifth, sixth and seventh sessions as listed in paragraph 7 of Decision 4.COM 4. Two non-governmental organizations have since been accredited by the General Assembly at its third session in 2010. The Committee also decided, by its Decision 5.COM 3, to authorize the participation of twenty-five entities, as observers, in its sixth, seventh and eighth sessions, as listed in paragraph 6 of this decision, including five non-governmental organizations having since then been accredited by the General Assembly at its fourth session in June 2012. The Committee further decided, by its Decision 6.COM 3, to authorize the participation of four entities, as observers, in its seventh, eighth and ninth sessions, as listed in paragraph 6 of this decision. 

3. This time, no entities or private persons have made a written request to attend the future sessions of the Committee as observers.
4. By its Decision 6.COM 12, the Committee established a Consultative Body for the examination in 2012 of nominations for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000. In total, the Committee called upon six independent experts and six accredited NGOs. In conformity with Article 8.4 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and Rule 7 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, the Chairperson, Ms Soledad Mujica (Peru) and the Rapporteur, Ms Claudine-Augée Angoué (Gabon), of the Consultative Body have been invited to participate in the seventh session of the Committee to be consulted on specific matters. Similarly, the Chairperson of the Subsidiary Body for the evaluation in 2012 of nominations for inscription on the Representative List, Mr Victor Rago (Venezuela) has been invited to be consulted on specific matters.
5. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 7.COM 4

The Committee, 

1. Considering Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Intergovernmental Committee,
2. Having examined document ITH/12/7.COM/4,

3. Recalling its Decisions 4.COM 4, 5.COM 3, 5.COM 9, 6.COM 3 et 6.COM 12,
4. Further recalling Article 8.4 of the Convention,
5. Welcomes to its seventh session the two independent experts of the Consultative Body for examination in 2012 of nominations for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000, Ms Soledad Mujica (Peru), Chairperson, and Ms Claudine-Augée Angoué (Gabon), Rapporteur. It also welcomes the Chairperson of the Subsidiary Body for the evaluation in 2012 of nominations for inscription on the Representative List, Mr Victor Rago (Venezuela).
