[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][image: ][image: ]
Follow-up Procedure Report for Democratic Republic of the Congo
Human Rights Committee 141st session
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Democratic Republic of the Congo is experiencing a deteriorating human rights environment, characterized by an increase in violations. In 2023 alone, an estimated 5,273 violations occurred, equivalent to an average of 439 violations per month.[footnoteRef:1] In line with the 141st session, Elizka Relief Foundation has prepared a comprehensive shadow report on political and civil rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The report focuses on civil rights violations, particularly the right to life, freedom of movement, non-discrimination, nationality, and freedom of religion. It also evaluates the state of political rights, specifically the right to political participation, peaceful assembly, freedom of opinion and expression, and access to the Internet. Based on these assessments, the report presents a wide range of recommendations. [1:  ACTUALITE, RDC: Diminution des violations des droits de l'homme en 2023, mais des efforts persistants pour lutter contre l'impunité, 27 Fevrier 2024,  https://shorter.me/gxdP4] 

General Assessment of Political and Civil Rights in Democratic Republic of Congo:
1. Violations of Right to Life:
Democratic Republic of the Congo faces increasing threats to the right to life in light of its complex security context, which involves approximately 120 armed militias. Shockingly, armed militias were responsible for an average of 9 civilian deaths per day in 2023.[footnoteRef:2] These militias bear significant responsibility for Violations of Right to life, as they frequently target civilians. For example, between January 15th and February 15th, 2024, armed groups carried out attacks that resulted in the deaths of at least 68 civilians in Ituri Province.[footnoteRef:3] Between November 2023 and February 2024, a minimum of 150 civilians lost their lives, including 77 in January 2024.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Actualite, Droits de l'Homme en RDC : Neuf décès par jour dus à la violence armée, 11 October 2023,
 https://shorter.me/ZBM8q]  [3:  ACT, RDC: la situation sécuritaire est alarmante en Ituri, au moins 68 civils tués en un mois, 28 Fevrier 2024, https://shorter.me/P1_eQ]  [4:  ACTUALITE, RDC-ADF: au moins 80 personnes tuées dans une vingtaine d’attaques à Beni en janvier, la société civile annonce une journée de deuil jeudi, 5 février 2024  https://shorter.me/ab_9G] 

Additionally, Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) conducted 101 attacks between April and September 2023, leading to the deaths of 406 civilians in Ituri and North Kivu provinces.[footnoteRef:5] Moreover, violent clashes between the Mbuli and Lingola communities in several Tshubu entities, including Lubonga town in Kisangani, resulted in over 500 deaths between October 2023 and February 2024.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  ACTUALITE, Les ADF s'étendent dans l'est de la RDC malgré les opérations militaires conjointes: 406 civils tués ces 6 derniers mois, 15 OCTOBRE , https://shorter.me/VhBcO]  [6:  ACTUALITE, RDC-Tshopo: plus de 500 personnes tuées, plus de 70 000 déplacés depuis le début du conflit entre les Mbole et les Lengola, le gouvernement provincial se dit "essoufflé", 21 octobre 2023, 21 octobre 2023 https://shorter.me/kGdlA] 

2. Violations of Right to Freedom and Personal Security:
The Democratic Republic of the Congo, with its complex security environment, has witnessed numerous cases of arbitrary arrests, detentions, and coercive actions. During attempts to suppress a mystical religious sect known as the "Jewish and Messianic Natural Faith," dozens of individuals were arrested. In August 2023, 59 individuals were sentenced to prison terms ranging from 10 to 20 years for rebellion. In May 2023, a member of the opposition political party Inful was arrested for retweeting a post critical of the First Lady of Congo.
 Similarly, in May 2023, a senior advisor to opposition leader Moise Katumbi was arrested at Njili Airport in Kinshasa on charges of treason. Another opposition member and presidential candidate, Frank Diongo, was arrested in Kinshasa on charges of illegal weapon possession before being released on July 1st.
3. Abuses of Detention and Prison Conditions:
The Congolese government is obligated under Article 10 of the International Covenant on Human Rights to establish a sustainable prison system. However, the current facts and conditions of prisons and detention centers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo paint a bleak picture of miserable and substandard conditions. The facilities are severely overcrowded, operating at 200% capacity and accommodating 500% more inmates than they were designed for. Observers of Makala Central Prison have noted a significant deterioration in prison conditions. Congolese statistics reveal that the prison currently houses approximately 13,552 inmates, exceeding its capacity of around 1,500 prisoners. Out of the total number of inmates, only 2,242 have been convicted, while 5,903 are still awaiting trial. 
Additionally, November 2023 statistics revealed that 35 alleged minor detainees were suffering from inhumane conditions at Kakwangura prison.[footnoteRef:7] In October, five inmates died in Butembo Central Prison in North Kivu.[footnoteRef:8] Furthermore, records from August and September 2023 indicate the deaths of 17 prisoners at Kangbai Central Prison in Beni, North Kivu.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  RADIO OakapiButembo : 35 présumés mineurs cohabitent avec des adultes à la prison de Kakwangura, , https://shorter.me/YpFuz]  [8:  Radio Okapi, Butembo: 5 décès enregistrés dans la prison de Kakwangura en une semain, https://shorter.me/FzyA5]  [9:  Actualite, RDC: au moins 503 décès survenus entre janvier et novembre 2023 à la Prison de Makala, 7 December 2023, https://shorter.me/GAJOW] 

4. Violations of Torture, Cruel Treatment, and Other Forms of Abuse:
Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to witness a growing frequency of violations involving torture, cruel treatment, and degrading practices, particularly in the eastern region, involving all parties, with a focus on the March 23 Movement. Torture violations account for an estimated 93% of the total human rights violations, which reached approximately 3,618 between April 2019 and 2022.[footnoteRef:10] In one such incident in 2022 on June 2nd, human rights observers documented the killing of the executive director of a union party in the town of Massina. She was subjected to torture, including beatings and suffocation.[footnoteRef:11] On April 29th, three civilians were kidnapped in Kiwanja, Goma, in Rutshuru Province (North Kivu) by the March 23 Movement, demanding a ransom of $1,000 to $2,000 per hostage for their release. These individuals were also subjected to torture.[footnoteRef:12] On January 31st, 2023, the Mweni Dito Peace Court opened a case involving the alleged torture of a minor girl accused of practicing witchcraft. The girl was lashed as a result of suspicion surrounding her alleged involvement in witchcraft.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  United nation, Torture is ‘widespread’ and likely underestimated in DR Congo: UN report, 5 October 2022, https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/10/1129252]  [11:  Acualete CD, RDC: encore un décès d'un de ses cadres, Envol dénonce l'intolérance du régime Tshisekedi et réclame des enquêtes "sérieuses", 2 join, 2023, https://bit.ly/44vvh2X]  [12:  Acualitet, RDC-Rutshuru: le M23 accusé de beaucoup d'abus dans des zones censées être sous contre de l'EAC, trois opérateurs économiques enlevés à Kiwanja, 29 Avril 2023, https://rb.gy/ji45e]  [13:  Radio okapi, Mwene-Ditu : début des audiences foraines sur le cas des tortures sur une mineure accusée de sorcellerie, 2 fevrier 2023, https://bit.ly/46VPd0s] 


5. Violations of Right to Freedom of Movement:
While the Congolese Constitution and subsequent legislative frameworks guarantee the right to freedom of movement for citizens, the reality in the Democratic Republic of the Congo reveals an increasing number of violations of this right, with the peak occurring in October 2023. Nearly 27 illegal checkpoints were set up along the road connecting Bunia to Mongbwalu in Ituri province. Motorcyclists were forced to pay between 2,000 and 10,000 Congolese francs to the army and armed groups, leading to widespread discontent among those who rely on this 85-kilometer road to access mining areas.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  ACTUALITE, Ituri : Des militaires accusés d'avoir érigé plus de 25 barrières illégales sur l'axe routier Bunia-Mongbwalu, 4 octobre 2023, https://shorter.me/pAgKQ] 

6. Violations of Right to Freedom of Religion:
Democratic Republic of the Congo recognizes the right to freedom of religion as a fundamental right enshrined in Article 37 of the Constitution. Article 13 of the Constitution also prohibits discrimination based on religion. However, the context in February 2024 revealed an increase in hate speech and hostility aimed at undermining the Catholic Church, calling for an end to its activities, and accusing its followers of espionage. Such actions constitute a violation and abuse against the more than 49% of the Congolese population who identify as Catholic.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  ACT, Sango ya bomoko : la liberté de religion est un droit fondamental reconnu en RDC,   https://shorter.me/fumxu] 

7. Violations of Right to Nationality:
Despite constitutional provisions and international obligations, Democratic Republic of the Congo, like other African nations, still has stateless individuals and those at risk of statelessness. This particularly affects people of Sudanese origin in the northeast, people of Rwandan origin in the east, and the Mbororo herders in the far north. Unfortunately, the government has made no progress in ensuring these groups' right to obtain citizenship. They lack civil documents, official statistics, and are therefore deprived of identity documents and political rights.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Global Focus, Democratic Republic of the Congo - At risk of statelessness, https://shorter.me/XccQ3] 

8. Violations of Right to Non-Discrimination:
Although Congolese Constitution prohibits and criminalizes discrimination in all its forms, including based on color, sex, religion, disability, and origin, challenges persist that allow discrimination to persist. Numerous groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo face discrimination, including women, indigenous people, and individuals with disabilities, including those with special needs and albinism.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  ACTUALITE, Sango ya bomoko : la constitution de la RDC bannit la discrimination en matière d’éducation sur base du sexe, https://shorter.me/WHAQi] 

Indigenous people have not been granted political and civil rights or included in the political process. They remain vulnerable to violence from environmental destruction, logging, and mining activities, and are often targeted by armed groups.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  RW, Congo’s Indigenous Rights Bill Stalls, OCT 2022, https://shorter.me/D1rgV] 

People with disabilities face barriers in accessing education, healthcare, public buildings, and transportation on an equal basis with others. Less than 1% of children with disabilities have access to education. In Kinshasa, out of 10,000 people with disabilities, only 36% have received some primary education, while 49% have had no formal education. Discrimination against individuals with albinism is widespread, limiting their opportunities for marriage, employment, healthcare, and education. They are often ostracized by their families and communities.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Borgen, DISABILITY RIGHTS IN THE CONGO, https://shorter.me/roe97] 

9. Violations of Right to Political Participation:
While Congolese constitution theoretically guarantees the right to political participation for all individuals and political forces, practical realities, especially during the 2023 Congolese elections, reveal numerous obstacles preventing its effective implementation. The registration and identification processes were marred by indicators of electoral violence, including disability crimes, theft, and lack of security, which undermined the integrity of the registration process.
On March 24, 2023, the Regional Secretariat of the Independent Electoral Commission in South Kivu removed two agents from their duties due to misconduct in voter registration operations. Additionally, judicial investigations were opened in various prosecutor's offices on March 17, 2023, regarding apparent sabotage and fraud in the registration process. Insecurity and the activities of rebel groups further threatened registration operations in eastern Congo, particularly in the Ituri region. Only 31% of voters were registered in the first two weeks before the decision to close registration on March 17th.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Radio okapi, Enrôlement des électeurs à Bukavu: deux agents de la CENI démis de leurs fonctions pour monnayage, 24 mars 2023, https://bit.ly/3JT3u3j] 

10. Violations of Right to Peaceful Assembly:
The Congolese civil society faces severe restrictions that hinder the implementation of the right to peaceful assembly and silence its advocates. While the Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of peaceful assembly, the law requires organizers of public events to notify local authorities beforehand, which can lead to arbitrary practices by authorities towards human rights defenders. Human rights reports recorded approximately 226 cases of threats against human rights defenders since the beginning of 2021[footnoteRef:21] on November 15, 2023. On February 15, 2024, Congolese security forces suppressed demonstrations and protests in front of several embassies in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, reflecting the population's discontent with ongoing killings in the eastern part of the country.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  https://shorter.me/VxqqI]  [22:  https://shorter.me/Ca4nx] 

11. Violations of Right to Freedom of the Press:
The situation in the DRC does not demonstrate genuine and effective commitments to press freedom. From the first term of the Congolese president until November 3, 2023, more than 500 attacks against journalists were recorded in eastern Congo. These attacks resulted in the killing of 5 journalists, the arrest of over 160 journalists, threats or physical violence against more than 130 journalists, and the closure of more than 123 media outlets. In 2023 alone, there were at least 88 recorded cases of attacks against journalists and media outlets in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. These cases included approximately 40 instances of physical violence, 30 cases of arrest or interrogation, and 18 cases of media outlet closure or prevention of political programs or broadcasts.
In 2024, specifically on February 13, security forces arrested around 20 journalists from various local media outlets on Bonsome Street in the municipality of Mbandaka. The journalists were participating in a gathering to celebrate the thirteenth World Radio Day and protest against police errors. They were loaded into a police car and taken to the NIA office.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  RAW, Pourquoi le service Visa Direct ?, https://shorter.me/CnNn1] 


Recommendations:
1. Elizka Relief Foundation recommends that the Congolese government undertake necessary reforms and amendments to the legal and legislative framework governing political and civil rights. This includes revising laws related to the right to peaceful assembly and association, removing excessive restrictions on civil society's work, and facilitating procedures in line with international obligations.
2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK13]Elizka emphasizes the importance of conducting immediate investigations into violations of political and civil rights, particularly the right to life and the right not to be tortured. It also calls for strengthening remedies and compensation for victims and reducing impunity, whether by armed militias or government officials.
3. Elizka urges Democratic Republic of the Congo to implement reform measures to address social, economic, and cultural challenges and obstacles to right to non-discrimination. This includes promoting integration of marginalized groups facing discrimination and their active participation in society. The government should enact legislation that safeguards the political and civil rights of people with disabilities, indigenous people, and individuals with albinism, and ensure their inclusion in decision-making processes and parliamentary representation.
4. Elizka calls on Congolese government to reconsider and reverse its policies regarding stateless individuals or those at risk of loss thereof, by facilitating procedures for registering, documenting, identifying, recognizing and including them in the national and legal systems in a way that enables them to enjoy political and civil rights as stipulated.
5. Elizka draws the attention of Congolese government to the need to review its policies towards journalists and human rights defenders in a way that enables them to stop arrests and harassment and improve the legislative environment regulating freedom of opinion and expression.
6. Elizka calls on Congolese government to deepen its partnerships with civil society organizations and other relevant partners, in a way that enables it to build its institutional, administrative and technical capabilities and train its members on how to apply human rights and implement their obligations.
7. Elizka calls on Congolese government to establish a mechanism concerned with monitoring, collecting and analyzing data and human rights violations in a way that enables the Congolese government to monitor human rights conditions and developments, enhances its capabilities for follow-up, accountability and monitoring, and benefits it in the processes of prosecution and compensation for victims.
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