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Folivory and scasonal changes in diet in Rana hexvadactyla (Anura: Ranidae)
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CAvcepied TY Janiary F995)
(With 4 figures in the text)

The wutevaslogy oo Fava dievakmencde | Lessom ) swiis stindied an a seasonol kseality imsawib india, The
leerbivarous larva transfirms inlo an insectvorous frog, ond o second dictary switgh (rom
insectivory to folivory scours in adulis, with plins constituting ™, 5% of (he diet, by valume. A
vuriely of invericheaies and small vemebranes s wiisiitbed, expecially by ithe scduli females hefone
the feproclective seasen, Larger rogs tike lirger aninal prey and more prey types, Manihly
figures of proy diversiiy gonerally show high vilues during the wel manihs

In R frevuaars rdie, thee atilization of permuonent waicrbodios may help baffer the impact of
ihe long diy seasons aml. ogethier with a supply of abundant food i the form of wguatn
macrephyies, s theught o be linked to the capaiity of (e species 10 spiwn iree linies a yeur
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Introdue tion

Metamorphosed amphibians are in general insectivorous; only a few species grow large enough
o ke small vertebrate prey (Duellman & Trueh, 1986, Foir sich a species-rich group, it was
long thought to be remarkable that all known amphibians are carnivorous as adults {Reeder,
I64) In the last 25 years, three cases of herbivory in adult amphibians have been discovered,
including Siven Jacerting, which feeds on agqusitic macrophyies (Ultsch, 1973}, Bufo marinus,
which takes vegetable scrups (Alexander, 1964} and Hyla reimeara, which is lrugivorous (da Silva
of of., | 989).

The Indian green frog. Rana hexadaciple Lesson, 1834 is a large anuran. Females reach
132.2mm snout-vent length thereafter SVL) and males reach 103.0mm SVL. This species is
distributed along both consts of the Indian peninsula, ranging enst and souih 1o Bangladesh and
S Lanka. The diet of adults has been documented from several localities on the west coast of
India { Daniel, 1975 Andrews, 1979 Sarkar, 1984) and consists of a varicly of invertebrates, A
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