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Statistical data 

  Average income per household in 2002 by UK 
administrative area 

  Number of migrants to Ireland by country of origin 
  Goods loaded/unloaded by port 
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Characteristics of Statistical data 

  Aggregate data 

  Numeric 
  Time series 

  Multi-dimensional tables, cubes 
  Evidence for policy-making 

  Open data! 
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Office for National Statistics workshop 

  Workshop in Feb 2010 

  ONS asks what to do about linked data 
  Meeting of communities 

  Use SCOVO? Use SDMX? 
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SCOVO 
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SCOVO Overview 



Digital Enterprise Research Institute www.deri.ie 

SCOVO use 

  Riese (Eurostat) 

  voiD, RDFstats 
  LOIUS (Italian university statistics) 

  German Environment Speciman Bank 
  UK government data 
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SDMX 

  Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange 

  Development started in 2001 
  EDIFACT and XML 
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SDMX Users 

  U.S. Federal Reserve Board 

  European Central Bank 
  Eurostat 

  WHO 
  IMF 

  World Bank 

  OECD, UN and Eurostat expect publishers of 
national statistics to report in SDMX 
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SDMX in XML 
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SDMX information model 
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Let’s express  
the SDMX information model  

in RDF 
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SDMX-RDF, part 1 
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SDMX in RDF, part 2 
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SDMX in RDF, part 3 
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Differences from SCOVO 

  Distinguishing Dimensions and Attributes 

  Data Structure Definitions 
  Code Lists (SKOS) 

  Re-usable Concepts 
  Time Series and Groups within a dataset 
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Ongoing work 

  Spec 

  PESA data (Epimorphics) 
  XSLT for SDMX-ML (Jeni) 

  CSO statistics, PC-Axis (DERI) 
  Meeting in July 



Digital Enterprise Research Institute www.deri.ie 

Observations 

  Domain standards capture domain expertise 

  Unlocking valuable data 
  RDF tooling is pretty good 

  RDF advantage: re-use of standardization efforts 
(Dublin Core, SKOS, voiD) 
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Learn more 

  Paper 
  http://richard.cyganiak.de/2008/papers/sdmx-

ldow2010.pdf 

  Google Group 
  Discussion list 

  http://groups.google.com/group/publishing-statistical-
data 

  Google Code project 
  Issue tracker 

  Spec drafts 

  http://code.google.com/p/publishing-statistical-data 


