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MEPs commemorate Holocaust Remembrance Day

Today at noon, Parliament will mark International Holocaust Remembrance Day with a 
special address by Corrie Hermann at a plenary session in Brussels.

European Parliament President Roberta Metsola will open the solemn sitting to mark the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day (27 January) at 12.00. It will be followed by a 
musical performance of Pál Hermann's concerto.

Corrie Hermann will then address MEPs and speak about the story of her father, Hungarian-
born cellist and composer Pál Hermann whom the Nazis murdered in 1944. The music 
performance will feature his original Gagliano cello.

After MEPs have observed a minute’s silence, the ceremony will end with a musical 
performance of "Kaddish" by Maurice Ravel.

27 January marks the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.

You can watch the sitting live here.

Corrie and Pál Hermann

Born on 27 March 1902 in Budapest, Pál Hermann was a student of Béla Bartók and considered 
one of the best cellists of his era. He moved to Berlin in the 1920s and gave concerts all over 
Europe on his Gagliano cello. In 1933, Hermann fled to Belgium and France. Upon his arrest by 
the Nazis in Toulouse in 1944, he managed to throw a note from the train, asking for the 
Gagliano to be saved from the Nazis. The note was found and a friend of Hermann's cycled 100 
kilometres to rescue the instrument. He broke into Hermann's house, replaced the Gagliano 
with a lesser instrument and escaped with the Gagliano strapped onto his back.

 
Hermann was murdered by the Nazis in a camp in the Baltics in 1944. His cello was 
rediscovered 80 years later being played by a competitor in the Queen Elisabeth Competition. 
Pál Hermann's daughter, Corrie (Cornelia) Hermann, now aged 92, will tell her father’s story, his 
tragic fate and his work during the commemorative plenary session.

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 3

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/solemn-ceremony-on-international-holocaust-commemoration-day-2025_20250129-0900-PLENARY


Further information
EP Think Tank: International Holocaust Remembrance Day 2025: 80th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
European Parliamentary Research Service: Topical Digest: International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holocaust Commemoration 
 
 
 
Time to criminalise hate speech and hate crime under EU law 
 
 
 
 
The Rise of Anti-Semitism - exchange of views with FRA Director and EU Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need to fight the increase of antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred debate: MEPs debate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fight against the resurgence of neo-fascism in Europe, debate on 16 January 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Free photos, video and audio material
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Editorial Coordinator / Press Officer (DE)

(+32) 2 28 32266 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 72336 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 33 22
andreas.kleiner@europarl.europa.eu

Alessio INCORVAIA
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32864 (BXL)
(+32) 470 68 84 61 
alessio.incorvaia@europarl.europa.eu
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