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Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative launched by
the Government of India to commemorate 75 years of
progressive India and to enable Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi’s pioneering vision of building a
new ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ by the year 2022. In this
issue we focus on the activities undertaken by National
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), Ministry of
Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) to
celebrate this monumental occasion.

‘India for Tigers-A Rally on Wheels’ was launched with
the twin objective of commemorating 75 years of India’s
independence and spreading the message of biodiversity
conservation. Inaugurated on 2nd October 2021, ‘India
for Tigers-A Rally on Wheels’ was a grand success and
had a multiplier effect on people from different walks of
life. The rally journeyed across 51 tiger reserves, 18
tiger range states, covered a distance of over 75000 km
in 7 days and mobilized over 75000 people PAN India
across tiger landscapes.

I congratulate the field directors and associated staff of
51 tiger reserves for their exemplary participation and
contribution towards the success of the event.

[ am optimistic that readers will find this issue
informative. Happy reading!

NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY OCT/DEC 2021 III



stripes

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 2021 Celebration

'Tiger is not only a charismatic species, its presence is vital to regulating and
perpetuating ecological processes. On #GandhiJayanti flagged off 'India for
Tigers - A Rally on Wheels' in which all 51 Tiger Reserves will be participating
at landscape level.

Shri Bhupendra Yadav
Hon'ble Minister of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
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Prime Minister

MESSAGE

Our nation has been blessed with Nature’s bounty aplenty — from the
mighty Himalayas in the north to the deep oceans in the south, the deserts
in the west to the dense rain forests in the east. The beautiful landscape is
home to an array of diverse wildlife, as well as rich flora and fauna.

Peaceful co-existence with nature, wildlife conservation and compassion
for all forms of life are deeply ingrained in our socio-cultural ethos.
Protection of animals and nature is reflected through the laws and
regulations and also enshrined in our Constitution.

Our Government has taken several steps to further environment
conservation and wildlife protection. During the last seven years, we
have extended our Protected Area network, increasing the Protected
Areas in our country from 745 to 981, covering an area of 1, 71, 921
sq km. Our conservation efforts have contributed towards increasing the
population of wild animals including tigers, lions and elephants.

Wildlife conservation faces challenges such as poaching, illegal trade of
wildlife and man-animal conflict. Such issues can be resolved only
through collective and coordinated efforts by local communities, as well
as Central and State Governments, including various stakeholders.

The actions that we take today will help preserve our natural resources
for posterity and secure a greener, cleaner future for generations to come.

The Wildlife Week being observed from October 02-08, 2021 coincides
with the birth anniversary of Pujya Bapu. Let us draw inspiration from
the occasion to renew the commitment to protect our wildlife and its
habitat with a new zeal and fresh energy.

Greetings and best wishes for all success of the Wildlife Week

celebration.
2.
(Narendra Modi)
New Delhi .
AT 12, I Haq 1943
04" October, 2021
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' BHUPENDER YADAV
g
MESSAGE

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, an initiative of the Government of India, under the leadership
of Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, celebrates and commemorates 75 years
of progressive India and the glorious history of its people, culture and achievements.

The Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an intensive, country wide campaign that focusses on
citizen participation, to be converted into a 'Janandolan’, where small changes, at the local level,
will add up to significant national gains.

Our country is endowed with rich bio-diversity. While traversing our journey towards
development & well-being, we have taken steps towards conservation and protection of
enviranment and our forests. Similarly, proactive steps are being taken for conservation of
water bodies, control & abatement of pollution, switching over to new & renewable energy,
harnessing solar power etc.

Public participation in adoption of green good practices, i.e. environmental-friendly
practices promises to play an important role in this nationwide campaign. Further, industries
and organizations are mandated to follow and adhere to environment-friendly norms.

During 4% - 10" October, 2021, as we celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, | take pleasure
in appealing to all the stakeholders, i.e. the industry, organizations, educational institutions,
local bodies and people from all walks of life to adopt, participate & encourage others to spread
awareness about the need for the protection and conservation of environment. Let us adopt
environment friendly practices & make them our habit.

The Ministry has planned a number of activities in different areas throughout the country
especially in important areas, viz., (i) aforestation, (i) conservation of water bodies (wetlands
and lakes), (i) discouraging single use of plastic, and (iv) rallies in & around tiger reserves, etc.
| appeal to all the people to undertake activities in all these areas in their region collectively and
individually to make this movement a grand success. Let us whole heartedly participate in such
programs, undertake shramdaan, discuss & deliberate on the possible approach, share
experiences & success stories through discussions, debates through virtual media or otherwise.
Let us share the activities, photographs, success stories on various platforms in print, virtual &
social media so that overall our brethren & sisters are benefitted from rich experiences.

During this period competitions may be crganized in different fields viz photography,
quizzes, debates, nukkad nataks, etc. where people of different age groups participate.

| have no doubt that together we all can envision India of tomorrow, the India which will
merge the best of tradition with the mast modern, global outlook to enable Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi's vision of activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

With best wishes. \g
(;g@" o'

Date: 05.10.2021 (Bhupender Yadav)
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Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

Celebrating 75 years of India's Independence

o commemorate the 75th anniversary of
T Indian independence on 15th August 2022,

the Government of India has planned to
celebrate “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ an
intensive, country wide campaign which will
focus on citizen participation, to be converted
into a 'Janandolan', where small changes, at the
local level, will add up to significant national
gains. The official journey of “Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav”” 75 week countdown to our 75th
anniversary of Independence commenced on 12th
March, 2021 and will culminate post a year on
15th August, 2023.

. 20BEREBUBESEAE <

“) IIRZEBERN
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To celebrate this monumental occasion, The
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA),
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) had undertaken the following
activities:

* India for Tigers — A Rally on Wheel

* Synchronized Pan India Protection Patrol in
Tiger Reserves

* Awareness and Outreach activities to
promote tiger conservation

NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY OCT/DEC 2021 4
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India for Tigers: A Rally on Wheels

Joining India's Tiger dots...

Joining India's Tiger Dots...

Tiger is not only a charismatic species, its
presence is vital in regulating and perpetuating
ecological processes which makes it an umbrella
species. Its protection also conserves habitats of
several other species and thereby ensures
continuity of the natural evolutionary process in
the wild. It thrives as a keystone species, the
basis on which the integrity of the ecosystem is
maintained. Moreover, it is equally a creature
that prowls the human imagination and has
woven itself intricately into the cultural fabric of
all those who share its native range across Asia.
Since tiger is at the apex of the biological
pyramid, its conservation is possible only if its
whole habitat and ecosystem are protected.
Presently, India has more than 70% of the
world’s total tiger population, yet there is an
increasingly uncertain future of tigers in the
country.

Amrit Mahotsav
India for Tigers

Aza(;r

——

‘A Rally on Wheels'

2nd-8th October 2021

The risk of reduction in numbers for wild tigers
persists due to poaching, hunting, illegal trade
and land use changes. If tigers in India are to
survive this century and beyond, their habitat
needs to be protected and restored immediately.
Furthermore, there is an urgent need for a
sustained support from various stakeholders
including government agencies, private business
sectors and communities in the field of tiger
conservation.

‘India for Tigers-A Rally on Wheels’> was
organized under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav from 2nd October- 8th October 2021
and had a twin objective of celebrating India’s
75 years of independence and spreading the
message of biodiversity conservation under the
ambit of Project Tiger. All 51 tiger reserves
participated at landscape level and myriad of
events throughout the rally saw an active
involvement of diverse range of stakeholders.

5 NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY OCT/DEC 2021



Local Members of Parliament, Members of
Legislative Assembly and Jila Parishad, school/
college students, representatives from Non-
Government Organization, media persons, locals,
Eco-Development Communities, Joint Forrest
Management Committees and Self Help Groups
etc. were invited from respective tiger reserves to
be a part of ‘India for Tigers-A Rally on Wheels’
event.

The outreach activities not only showcased the
overarching presence of tiger which is deep
rooted in our culture, mythology, history and
literature but also highlighted the necessity to
conserve and protect forests, land and water.
Moreover, the activities also focused on the
immediate need to manage the environment and
the prevailing climate change situation.

stripes

The rally journeyed across 51 tiger reserves, 18
tiger range states, covering over 7500 km in 7
days and mobilizing over 75000 people PAN
India across tiger landscapes. The mega events
took place at Palamau, Sundarbans, Similipal,
Corbett, Manas, Bandipur, Melghat, Kanha and
Ranthambore, representing our country’s initial
nine Tiger Reserves designated during the
inception of The Project Tiger in 1973. These

nine tiger reserves were the focal points of mega

celebration.
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Field Directors, Deputy Directors and Associated
Staff from respective tiger reserves followed the
assigned routes and united at the designated
focal point for the mega celebration.

The following activities were made a part of the

mega celebration:

e Felicitation of Retired Foresters and families

of martyred Foresters for their contribution
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towards the conservation of forests and wildlife.

* ‘Amrit Petika’ (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
feedback box) was kept at each focal point of
mega celebration to encourage local public to
give feedback/ opinion related to the topics
concerning forest protection, climate change,
wildlife conservation, environment, poaching etc.

* <Tiger Pledge’ administered as part of the
event

* Local people including school children
actively participated in various outreach activities
such as folk dances, painting and quiz
competitions, interactive sessions with forest
officials.

Iger
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pa;'tici Nagarjunsagar-SrisElam csec
'India for Tigers A Rally on Wheels' handing over the NTCA flag to Amrabad Tiger Reserve

S 1 X v \»\ ! ‘_.

Anamalai Tiger Reserve forest officials marching with
the NTCA flag

NTCA flag to Bandipur Tiger Reserve Field India for Tigers - A Rally on Wheels' at Bandipur Tiger
Director Reserve, Karnataka

’

Local communtiesvpa‘rticipa(ing 'India for Tigers-A Rally on Wheels' at Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra .
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India for Tigers- A Rally on Wheels - In Social Media

‘E:i;::’iesn:;rc:l:?czri@;?:t?:\;!;fc:zecs)c\'[tz presence is vital to regulating &"' I Astink . Choubey © @AshwiniKChoubey - Oct 3 b
T ies, '
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perpetuating ecological processes. On #Gandhilayanti flagged off 'India for
Tigers - A rally on wheels' in which all 51 tiger reserves will be participating RLERSCIREIL qgaaaqsm SERE] 165 20187 Eﬁ I & fera % |

at landscape level.

(1/3)

#AzadiKaAmritMahotsav

Q 1 11 100 Q an i Q 1 11 19 QO 85 &
Bandipur Tiger Reserve @Bandipur TR - Oct 5 4 Nagarahole Tiger Reserve @nagaraholetr - Oct 29
Wildlife Week- Day 3.. Director,Bandipur TR received the flags from N On the occasion of #Azadi ka_Amrit_ Mahotsav and heralding the iconic
Mudumalai TR & Bhadra TR and continued the rally on wheels till Bandip 67th Wildlife week, We had Organised "INDIA FOR TIGERS,- A RALLY ON
#AzadiKaAmritMahotsav @moefcc @ntca_india @aranya_kfd WHEELS", Some glimpses of this event...
@BoskyKhanna @nagaraholetr @brt_tiger @AmrabadTiger @aranya_kfd

@ntca_india
@moefcc
@mahesh_ifs

Kamlang Tiger Reserve @KamlangTiger - Aug 14 Kaziranga National Park & Tiger Reserve @ @kaziranga - Oct5 L33
#BharatAmrutMahotsav #75thindependenceDay W A.Ghmpse of Ce?ebratlof (_)f 7_5.th Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav” & “India for
Tigers:Arally on wheels” @kaziranga
Day 1: Awareness campaign was organised at Mihimukh.Flagged off the
rally. Team Kaziranga rallied to Orang TR
@assamforest @ntca_india @alka_b87
H#AzadiKaAmritMahotsav

P 815 views 0:03/0:52 P
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Tiger Reserves involved in Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
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Currently, there is heightened awareness
amongst people regarding the environmental
concerns. However, environmental illiteracy is
still a major impediment to protecting our life
support base. With an aim to motivate and
empower the young generation to solve the
challenges facing the environment today,
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)
conducts non-formal educational programmes
and various other outreach activities to spread
the message of biodiversity conservation.

NTCA under the aegis of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav has explored diverse mediums to raise
awareness and disseminate educational messages
amongst students on varied aspects of tiger
conservation and other environmental issues.

To ensure long-term health of our planet, we
need to encourage young citizens with a sense of

ownership of their local natural
environmentwhile taking into account the global
context of their decisions.

NTCA has planned to link a total of 750 schools/
colleges/ Universities with tiger reserves to
participate in various awareness and outreach
activities over a period of 75 weeks.

Starting from March 2021, 51 tiger reserves have
organized activities such as street plays, debates,
painting/ drawing competition, quiz,
documentary/ film shows, plantation drives and
webinars for school and college students. Besides
these, rallies and visit to tiger reserves have also
been organised to promote the conservation of
tigers and to also sensitize young generation on
diverse topics related to environment, forests and
climate change. A total number of 6327 students
have been sensitized till date across 18 tiger
range states.

NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY OCT/DEC 2021
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petition organized by Amrabad TIger Reserve, Telangana

School students during an art com

School students participating in drawing Panna Tiger Reserve's awareness rally
competition held by Indravati Tiger Reserve attended by school students
‘\‘\\ Y\\" ’ -x - ) L - : I

Pench Tiger Reserve - School students participating in outreach activities
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Forest officials getting ready for patrolling in Kaziranga Tiger Reserve, Assam

Foot patrols by frontline forest staff are
carried out to actively monitor the protected
areas and to strengthen the protection
regimes and detect emergencies. Active
monitoring is the strongest deterrent to
illegal hunting and poaching inside protected
areas. Foot patrols also serve several
purposes and can collect a diversity of

data.

A Synchronized Pan India Protection Patrol
drive of 75,000 km across 51 tiger reserves
has been planned under the aegis of ‘Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav’ with the purpose to
unite the field formations towards achieving
the goal of wildlife conservation.
Synchronized panlndia foot patrolling is
ongoing in 18 tiger range states and so far a
distance of 1,52,421 km has been covered
till with participation of 25,660 forest
frontline force.

M-STrIPES (Monitoring System for Tigers:
Intensive Protection and Ecological Status)

The forest frontline staff uses M-STrIPES
application, a digital platform which
facilitates patrolling, assesses ecological
status and aids in mitigating human-wildlife
conflict in and around tiger reserves
effectively.

The M-STrIPES program uses Global
Positioning System (GPS), General Packet
Radio Services (GPRS), and remote sensing,
to collect information from the field and
creates a database using modern Information
Technology (IT) based tools. Later, the
collected data is used to analyze the
information using GIS and statistical tools to
provide inferences that allow tiger reserve
managers to improve their wildlife
managerial protocols.

NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY OCT/DEC 2021
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Forest Frontline in Synchronized Pan India Patrolling activity as
part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebration

c SEEm e
Time: 21-03-7021 NARR
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PLEDGE FOR TIGER CONSERVATION

| recognize and value,

» That tiger is an umbrella species with charisma, and
is the flagship indicator of a balanced ecosystem:;

» That a balanced ecosystem is crucial for life support,
while providing numerous ecological services to the
society;

» Being aware that the status of wild tiger is highly
endangered in its natural habitat across Tiger Range
Counties with a declining global population;

| hereby solemnly pledge:

» to protect the tiger and its wild habitat to ensure
crucial ecological services for posterity;

» to contribute for fostering awareness for
tiger conservation by factoring in its
concern in areas where tiger is not the
goal; |

to work for a balance between tiger
conservation and ecologically
sustainable development towards
harmonious co-occurrence of human
beings and the tiger,;

commit to conserve our natural heritage
while making all efforts for the future
sustenance of wild tiger.

e dede
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