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‘La Buitrera’ is a new locality of the Candeleros Formation (Early Cenomanian)
outcroping on the NW foothill of the Renteria Mesa, Rio Negro. It is providing a
growing quantity of vertebrate remains. They are 3D and partially articulated, and
include dipnoans, anurans, chelid turtles, eilenodontine sphenodontians, “madtsoid”
snakes, araripesuchid crocodyliforms, carcharodontosaurid and coelurosaurian theropods,
diplodocimorph and titanosauriform sauropods and mammals. The fossils are well
preserved, with a light degree of disarticulation, and evidences of some aerial exposure
and associated to paleosoils. Abundant remains of fishes were also collected. The most
frequent association, “Sphenodontid-Araripesuchid-Snakes” (SAS), coming from the mid
level, is found along 15 km, between “La Piedra Sola”, “La Buitrera” and the “Quiroga-
Montoya” area, where the contact between the Candeleros and Huincul Formations is
evident. From the lower level, which comprise fine sediments, come freshwater turtles.
The upper level has provided abundant but disarticulated remains of dinosaurs and
dipnoan tooth plates (the oldest recorded in Argentina). The differences with the
vertebrate fauna of “El Chocon”, from the same formation, are due to the absence in the
latter of some specially abundant taxa such as sphenodontians and snakes, perhaps related
to taphonomical or environmental aspects, or to light time differences. On the other hand,
the differences with other faunas such as that of the Bajo de la Carpa Formation
(Santonian), seem to be related to a different faunal composition in relation to time spans
rather than taphonomic aspects. This is supported because of the morphologically similar
kind of preserved vertebrates, which include notosuchid crocodiles, basal alethinophidian
snakes and small theropods.
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