
 

 

 

November 21, 2025 
 

Call to Action:  
Caribbean Civil Society Calls for Urgent Action for Climate 

Justice after Devastating Hurricane Melissa 
 
We, the undersigned civil society organisations and individuals from across the Caribbean, issue this 
statement in the aftermath of Hurricane Melissa.  
 
With sustained winds exceeding 185 miles per hour and record-breaking rainfall, Hurricane Melissa 
caused catastrophic damage across western Jamaica and left destruction in its path in sections of Cuba, 
Haiti, Dominican Republic and The Bahamas from October 28-29, 2025. It also caused widespread flooding 
across parts of the eastern Caribbean before intensifying into a Category 5 hurricane.  
 
To date, more than 90 lives have been lost across the region. Thousands have lost their homes, livelihoods, 
access to essential services and the natural environments that sustain us. Alongside these numbers are 
displaced communities and countless people who are now facing uncertainty and grief. The social, 
economic, and psychological impacts of this disaster will be long-lasting, particularly for the most 
vulnerable — including women, children, persons with disabilities, small-scale farmers and fisherfolk, 
those living in poverty and the LGBTQ+ community.   
 
We stand in solidarity with everyone affected and call for urgent humanitarian assistance to ensure the 
safety, dignity and recovery of all impacted communities during this difficult period. We remember all 
those whose lives and livelihoods have been devastated by previous hurricanes and who are still suffering 
and trying to recover. 
 
But Hurricane Melissa was not a ‘natural’ disaster – it was a profound manifestation of the deep climate 
injustice facing our region. Its unprecedented strength and rapid intensification were due to climate 
change – the result of rising emissions and continued fossil fuel dependence and expansion, corporate 
greed and decades of political inaction. Responsibility lies with countries with high historic and current 
emissions, with G20 countries collectively making up over 75% of global emissions. Yet, our Caribbean 
communities, who are least responsible for this climate crisis, are now paying the highest price. Our 
communities also have limited resources and capacity to withstand and recover because of historic and 
contemporary political and economic marginalisation, exploitation and oppression.  
 
We call on governments and global leaders attending COP30 in Belem, Brazil to act with urgency, 
courage and clarity to address these climate injustices: 

• End fossil fuel expansion and support a global phase-out of oil, coal and gas, including signing the 
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. 



• Keep the 1.5°C goal alive through decisive and ambitious action that ensures the survival of small 
island developing states and frontline communities. 

• Deliver climate finance that is accessible, transparent and just, including loss and damage finance 
that reaches affected communities quickly and supports equitable recovery in the wake of disasters 
and finance for long-term transformative resilience building in the face of escalating risks from 
interlinked hazards.  

• Prioritise community-led assistance, planning and rebuilding to centre those most affected by the 
climate crisis in shaping their recovery and resilience. 

• Invest in innovative, climate-resilient and just nature-based solutions in rebuilding that restore 
ecosystems and strengthen livelihoods. 

• Acknowledge and pay the climate debt and reparations owed to Caribbean small island developing 
states, recognising the historical and current responsibilities of major emitters. 

• Recognise and safeguard the range of human rights which have been affected, including the right 
to food, water, health, housing, livelihoods and self-determination, and the right of all people to a 
safe, liveable planet. 

 
We must not return to broken systems as the region rebuilds and the world seeks to accelerate climate 
action. This is our moment, not only to repair what was lost, but to reimagine a more resilient future. The 
Caribbean and the world must act with courage and solidarity to phase out fossil fuels, prioritise people 
and planet over profit, and build systems rooted in fairness and justice. Our survival, dignity and shared 
future depend on the choices we make now. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Apèl pou Aksyon:  
Sosyete Sivil Karayib la Rele pou Jistis Klimatik Aprè Siklòn 

Melissa 
 
Nou menm, òganizasyon ak moun ki siyen deklarasyon sa a nan tout Karayib la, ap pale aprè pasaj Siklòn 
Melissa. 
 
Avèk van ki te rive plis pase 185 mil pa èdtan ak lapli san parèy, Siklòn Melissa te pote dega katastwofik 
nan lwès Jamayik epi li te kite tras destriksyon nan kèk zòn Kiba, Ayiti, Repiblik Dominikèn ak Bahamas 
nan dat 28–29 Oktòb 2025. Li te lakòz gwo inondasyon nan plizyè pati Karayib lès avan li te vin yon siklòn 
kategori 5. 
 
Jiska prezan, plis pase 75 moun pèdi lavi yo nan rejyon an. Plizyè milye pèdi kay yo ak mwayen pou yo 
viv,sèvis esansyèl yo ak anviwònman natirèl ki soutni lavi nou. Anplis chif sa yo, gen kominote ki deplase 
ak anpil moun k ap viv nan lapèrèz ak lapenn. Enpak sosyal, ekonomik ak sikolojik trajedi sa a ap dire 
lontan, sitou pou moun ki pi vilnerab — fanm, timoun, moun ki gen andikap, ti peyizan ak pechè, ansanm 
ak moun ki ap viv nan povrete. 
 
Nou kanpe an solidarite ak tout moun ki afekte yo epi nou rele pou asistans imanitè prese prese pou 
garanti sekirite, diyite ak rekiperasyon kominote yo pandan moman difisil sa a. Nou sonje tout moun ki te 
pèdi lavi yo ak mwayen pou viv yo nan siklòn anvan yo, ki toujou ap soufri epi ap chache leve tèt yo. 



 
Men Siklòn Melissa pa t yon “katastwòf natirèl” — se te yon gwo prèv enjistis klimatik ki ap frape rejyon 
nou an. Fòs san parèy li ak vitès li te pran se rezilta chanjman klimatik — akòz ogmantasyon gaz ki chofe 
tè a, depandans ak ekspansyon sou fosil, grèd kòporasyon ak inaksyon politik pandan plizyè dizèn ane. 
Responsablite a chita sou peyi ki gen gwo emisyon istorik ak aktyèl, kote peyi G20 yo reprezante plis pase 
75% nan emisyon mondyal yo. Men kominote Karayib yo, ki pi piti responsab nan kriz klimatik la, se yo k 
ap peye pi gwo pri a. Nou gen resous limite pou nou reziste ak refè akoz majinalizasyon politik ak ekonomik 
istorik ak aktyèl. 
 
Nou rele sou gouvènman ak lidè mondyal ki pral patisipe nan COP30 nan Belem, Brezil pou yo aji ak 
kouraj, prese prese ak klè pou adrese enjistis klimatik sa yo: 

• Fini ak ekspansyon fosil epi sipòte yon faz mondyal pu fini ak lwil, chabon ak gaz, enkli siyati Trete 
Non-Pwoliferasyon Fosil la. 

• Kenbe objektif 1.5°C la vivan atravè aksyon desizif ak anbisye ki asire siviv ti zile devlopman yo ak 
kominote ki sou premye liy yo. 

• Bay finansman klimatik ki aksesib, transparan ak jis, enkli finansman pou pèt ak domaj ki rive vit 
nan kominote yo pou ede rekiperasyon ekitab, ansanm ak finansman pou rezilyans transfòmatif 
alontèm. 

• Mete priyorite sou asistans, planifikasyon ak rekonstriksyon ki dirije pa kominote yo pou mete 
moun ki pi afekte yo nan sant rekiperasyon ak rezilyans yo. 

• Envesti nan solisyon natirèl ki jis, ki rezistan ak klima pou rekonstriksyon ki retabli ekosistèm yo 
epi ranfòse mwayen pou viv yo. 

• Rekonèt epi peye dèt klimatik ak reparasyon ki dwe ti zile devlopman Karayib yo, rekonèt 
responsablite istorik ak aktyèl gwo emetè yo. 

• Rekonèt epi pwoteje seri dwa moun ki afekte yo, tankou dwa pou manje, dlo, sante, lojman, 
mwayen pou viv, ak otodetèminasyon, ansanm ak dwa tout moun pou viv sou yon planèt ki an 
sekirite. 

 
Nou pa dwe retounen nan sistèm ki kraze yo pandan rejyon an ap rebati ak mond lan ap chache akselere 
aksyon klimatik. Se moman nou pou nou pa sèlman repare sa ki pèdi, men pou nou reimajine yon avni ki 
pi rezistan. Karayib la ak mond lan dwe aji ak kouraj ak solidarite pou mete fen nan fosil, mete moun ak 
planèt anvan pwofi, epi bati sistèm ki chita sou jistis ak ekite. Siviv nou, diyite nou ak lavni pataje nou 
depann de chwa nou fè kounye a. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Llamado a la Acción:  
La Sociedad Civil Caribeña Pide Medidas Urgentes Para la 

Justicia Climática Tras el Devastador Huracán Melissa 
 
Nosotros, las organizaciones de la sociedad civil abajo, firmantes y las personas de todo el Caribe, 
emitimos esta declaración después del huracán Melissa.  
 
Con vientos sostenidos que superaron las 185 millas por hora y con lluvias récord, El huracán Melissa 
causó daños catastróficos en el oeste de Jamaica y dejó destrucción a su paso en secciones de Cuba, Haití, 



República Dominicana y las Bahamas del 28 al 29 de octubre de 2025. También causó inundaciones 
generalizadas en partes del Caribe oriental antes de intensificarse hasta convertirse en un huracán de 
categoría 5.  
 
Hasta la fecha, se han perdido más de 90 vidas en toda la región. Miles han perdido sus hogares, medios 
de vida, acceso a servicios esenciales y los entornos naturales que los sustentan. Junto a estos números 
hay comunidades desplazadas e innumerables personas que ahora enfrentan incertidumbre y dolor. Los 
impactos sociales, económicos y psicológicos de este desastre serán duraderos, particularmente para los 
más vulnerables — incluidas las mujeres, los niños, las personas con discapacidad, los pequeños 
agricultores y los pescadores, los que viven en la pobreza y las personas LGBTQ+.  
 

Nos solidarizamos con todos los afectados y pedimos asistencia humanitaria urgente para garantizar la 

seguridad, la dignidad y la recuperación de todas las comunidades afectadas durante este difícil período. 

Recordamos a todos aquellos cuyas vidas y medios de subsistencia han sido devastados por huracanes 

anteriores y que todavía están sufriendo y tratando de recuperarse.  

 

Sin embargo, el huracán Melissa no fue un desastre "natural", fue una manifestación profunda de la 

profunda injusticia climática que enfrenta nuestra región. Su fuerza sin precedentes y su rápida 

intensificación se debieron al cambio climático – el resultado del aumento de las emisiones y la continua 

dependencia y expansión de los combustibles fósiles, la codicia corporativa y décadas de inacción política. 

La responsabilidad recae en los países con altas emisiones históricas y actuales, con los países del G20 

representando colectivamente más del 75% de las emisiones globales. Sin embargo, nuestras 

comunidades caribeñas, que son las menos responsables de esta crisis climática, ahora están pagando el 

precio más alto. Nuestras comunidades también tienen recursos y capacidad limitadas para resistir y 

recuperarse debido a la marginación, explotación y opresión política, económica, histórica y 

contemporánea.  

  

Hacemos un llamado a los gobiernos y líderes mundiales que asisten a la COP30 en Belém, Brasil, para 

que actúen con urgencia, coraje y claridad para abordar estas injusticias climáticas:  

• Poner fin a la expansión de los combustibles fósiles y apoyar la eliminación progresiva del 

petróleo, carbón y gas, incluida la firma del Tratado de No Proliferación de Combustibles Fósiles. 

• Mantener vivo el objetivo de 1.5 °C a través de acciones decisivas y ambiciosas que aseguren la 

supervivencia de los pequeños Estados insulares en desarrollo y comunidades de primera línea.  

• Ofrecer financiación climática que sea accesible, transparente y justa, incluyendo la financiación 

de pérdidas y daños que llegue rápidamente a las comunidades afectadas, apoyar a la recuperación 

equitativa tras los desastres y fomentar la resiliencia transformadora ante la escalada de los riesgos 

derivados de los peligros interrelacionados.  

• Priorizar la asistencia liderada por la comunidad, planificando y reconstruyendo a efecto de 

centrarse en la conformación de la recuperación y resistencia de los más afectados por la crisis 

climática. 

• Invertir en soluciones innovadoras basadas en la naturaleza, justas y resilientes al clima en el 

proceso de reconstrucción, restaurando así los ecosistemas y fortaleciendo los medios de 

subsistencia. 



• Reconocer y pagar la deuda climática y las reparaciones adeudadas a los pequeños estados 

insulares en desarrollo del Caribe, reconociendo las responsabilidades históricas y actuales de los 

principales emisores. 

• Reconocer y salvaguardar la gama de derechos humanos que se han visto afectados, incluido el 

derecho a la alimentación, al agua, a la salud, a la vivienda, al sustento, autodeterminación, el 

derecho de todas las personas a un planeta seguro y habitable. 
 
No debemos volver a los sistemas fallidos al tiempo que la región se reconstruye y el mundo busca acelerar 
la acción climática. Este es nuestro momento, no solo para reparar lo que se perdió, sino para volver a 
imaginar un futuro más resiliente. El Caribe y el mundo deben actuar con valentía y solidaridad para 
eliminar gradualmente los combustibles fósiles, priorizar a las personas y al planeta sobre las ganancias, 
y construir sistemas arraigados en la equidad y la justicia. Nuestra supervivencia, dignidad y futuro 
compartido dependen de las decisiones que tomemos ahora. 
 
 
 
Signed by/ Siyen pa/ Firmado por: 
 

Amira Odeh Caribbean Region Lead 350.org 

Anderson  Jean Agroforester 
Action pour la Sauvegarde de l'Ecologie 
en Haiti 

Sandra C.A. Ferguson Officer in Charge Agency for Rural Transformation 

Kelly Fitzjames   ARC Environmental 
Jean 
Raymond Louis Jeune President Association des Planteurs d 'Haïti 

Mikaela Loach 
Author of It’s Not That 
Radical & Co-Director AWETHU School of Organising 

Falon Cartwright 
Director of Science and 
Policy Bahamas National Trust 

Sonia Peter  

Biocultural Education and Research 
Programme  

Tyreke Horsford Executive Director  Black Boyz Foundation inc 

Monica Samuel Executive Director Black Women in Motion 

Angelique Nixon Director CAISO: Sex and Gender Justice 

Ainka Granderson  Co-Chair Caribbean Climate Justice Alliance 

Claudine Townsend 
Community Development 
Officer 

Caribbean Coastal Area Management 
Foundation 

Nicole Leotaud Executive Director Caribbean Natural Resources Institute 
Anthea 
Mclaughlin Mclaughlin  CEO Caribbean Philanthropic Alliance 

Mario Galbert Executive Coordinator  Caribbean Youth Climate Council  

Brodi  Louis  National Coordinator 
Caribbean Youth Environment Network 
(Saint Lucia Chapter) 

Geraldine  Lendor  Mayor  Castries, Saint Lucia  

Darren  Leon  Secretary  Castries Fishers Cooperative Society 

Indi McLymont Lafayette Managing Director Change Communications Limited 

Stacey Alvarez de la Campa President and Founder Climate Rights & Justice International 



Bishnu Tulsie  

Saint Lucia Coalition of Civil Society 
Organisations 

Ryan Phillips President 
Congress of Trade Unions and Staff 
Associations of Barbados 

Tania Lieuw a aoe   Cooperative Wi Uma Fu Sranan 

Ian Wright Director Corbin Local Wildlife 

Riddhi  Samtani  
Policy Advisor/ SIDS 
Climate Justice Advocate  

Dutch Caribbean Environmental and 
Social Justice Coalition, Government of 
Sint Maarten  

Brian Walker Vice President 
Eau Piquant Seamoss Farmers 
Association 

Tabitha Stadler Executive Director 
Environmental Protection in the 
Caribbean 

Glenroy Murray Executive Director Equality for All Foundation Jamaica 

Tania Lieuw a aoe   Federation of Surinamese Agrarians 

Nicole Hendrickson Executive Director FirecircleTT To End ALL forms of Abuse  

Thierry Cherizard Projects Director FOKAL  

Jean Wiener Executive Director 
Fondation pour la Protection de la 
Biodiversite Marine 

Kemba Jaramogi Technical Director 
Fondes Amandes Community 
Reforestation Project 

George  Douglas 
Efficient Renewable 
Energy Specialist  George Douglas Industries Ltd 

Silvia Gaspard President Girl Up Caribbean 

Princess  Charles  Programme Coordinator  GirlsCARE Jamaica  

Joshuanette Francis   Good Humans 268 Inc 

Khadijah Tyrell Programme Managet Green Enviro TT 

Monique Pool Director Green Heritage Fund Suriname 

Tanya Brooks   Greenpeace USA 

Kriss Davies Chairperson Grenada Land Actors 

Amanda Boldeau General Secretary 
Grenada Community Development 
Agency 

Danuta  Radzik   Guyanaoilandgaschange.org 

Sapphire Ramsoomair Programme Officer Habitat for Humanity Trinidad & Tobago 

Arianna  Beeray 

High Seas Youth 
Ambassador for Trinidad 
and Tobago  

High Seas Alliance/ EarthEcho 
International/ Trinidad and Tobago 
Youth Advocacy Network  

Kevan  Kalapnath-Maharaj Managing Director  IAMovement 

Jean Claude Louis Coordinator Institut Panos 

Doreen Gordon Senior Lecturer 
Institute for Gender and Development 
Studies, Regional Coordinating Office 

Andrea Davis Founder / Producer  International Reggae Day  

Emme Christie 
Vice President of 
Research & Policy Jamaica Climate Change Youth Council 

Dahvia  Hylton 
Vice President/ Co-
Coordinator Stronger Caribbean Together Network 

Adrian Watson Executive Director 
Jamaica Environment Entrepreneurs' 
Advocacy Network 



Theresa Rodriguez-Moodie  CEO Jamaica Environment Trust  

Jayana  Neverson  President  
JEMS Environmental Management 
services  

Karlene Griffiths Sekou Reverend Kindah-Ase Global Village 

Marjorie Beazer 
Executive Director & 
Principal Consultant  

LEAD Center for Public policy, Advocacy, 
Justice & Social change 

Jacquie Burgess   
Network of NGOs of T&T for the 
Advancement of Women 

Nacia  Carrillo  Technical Advisor  Northern Maya Association of Belize 

Emma Lewis Freelance Writer/Blogger Petchary’s Blog 

Benita Davis  Policy Forum Guyana 

Bladimir Jeanty Sekretè Jeneral POPP Non-Aliyne 

Sandra Massiah 
Sub-regional Secretary 
for the Caribbean 

Public Services International in the 
Caribbean  

Leisa  Perch Founder/ CEO SAEDI Consulting Barbados Inc. 

Nelcia  Robinson Administrative Officer Santa Rosa First Peoples Community 

Joel  Simpson Managing Director  SASOD Guyana 

Steve Maximay Managing Director, Science-Based Initiatives 

Christina Roserens  
Co-founder/ Local 
Coordinator Sports Aid Dominica 

Nigel Noriega Director Sustainable Innovation Initiatives 

Pierre Mary   Louis  Secretaire  Tet Kole Tipeyizan Ayisyen  

Christine  Samwaroo  
Founder and Managing 
Director  The Breadfruit Collective  

Cherisse  Braithwaite-Joseph  CEO The Cropper Foundation  

Crystal Roberts Founder and Director  
The Crystal Clear Initiative of Trinidad 
and Tobago  

Aleeyah Ali 
Co-Founder & Executive 
Director  

The Foundation for Heritage 
Preservation & Legacy Creation  

Patricia Northover  Senior Research Fellow 

The University of the West Indies, Mona 
- Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and 
Economic Studies  

Kristopher  Rattansingh Chairman 
The Wildlife and Environmental 
Protection of Trinidad and Tobago 

Liz  Ali   Trinbago for Palestine  

Valdemar Andrade Executive Director  Turneffe Atoll Sustainability Association 

Catalina Toror Perez   Universidad a Nacional 

Refica Attwood   Wallings Nature Reserve Inc 

Judith Wedderburn Board Member WMW Jamaica 

Alexandrina Wong Executive Director Women Against Rape Inc. 

Karen Naidoo Researcher York University 

Diane Haylock General Secretary 
Young Women's Christian Association of 
Belize 

Justin  Jarvis  President  Youth Empowering Today for Tomorrow 

Jamala Alexander Member 

Youth Network for Disaster Risk 
Reduction in the Americas and the 
Caribbean 



Diana McCaulay Author  

Megan  Morgan Environmental Advocate  

Nastassia Rambarran Researcher and activist  

Asia Williams Blue Economy Consultant  

Natalie Abdou   

Sapphire  Alexander      

Colin  Bogle    

Knellee Bisram   

Simone Bryan   

Zaria Chen Shui   

Kenia Charles   

Jordan Giger   

Eunice Graham   

Umo Isua-Ikoh   

Zola Jackson   

Lehome Johnson   

Petal  Joseph Roberts    

Wil Kelly   

Duane  Kenny   

Yemi Knight   

Florentina Kolb   

Nkosi Lawrence   

Laura Levy   

Jessica  Lewis    

David Mcdaniel   

Errol M   

Andrew Mendosa   

Kimalee Phillip   

Serene  Ramjohn    

Anika  Redhead     

Hawa Sidibe   

Desirée Simons     

Geneviève  Sontowinggolo      

Niamh Vaughan   

Cordiesere Walters     

Mavis Wenham   
Christianne Zakour     

 


